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THE DRAMA AND THE STAGE, 
Cuarter I. 

KNOWLES, TALFOURD, MARSTON, AND BULWER. 
—MACREADY, VANDENHOFF, PHELPS, AND H. 
BETTY. 

The four dramatists and actors whose 
names are selected for the present chapter on 
the drama and the stage merit a more than 
passing notice; either on account of the 
position they hold or their merited popularity. 

Knowles, our veteran dramatist, has in all 
probability written his last. One more play 
from the author of the ‘‘ Hunchback,” may 
be expected, which has been in the hands of 
Webster for a considerable time, * but he is 
now “ declined into the vale of years,” and 
the fire of his genius is almost spent. That 
Knowles is a man of genius we can hardly 
doubt, and yet one of the peculiar character- 
istics of the meus divinior he does not possess. 
He is a copyist of the old dramatists, whereas 
genius generally is like nothing but itself, 
“has no brother,” and we may add no father, 
or, to use the eloquent words of Mr. Westland 
Marston, “ it is for the most*part parentless, 
and an orphan to shew its origm is divine.” 


@ Knowles is not a great dramatist, and as a 


poet is second-rate. The ‘ Hunchback,” his 
finest play, is very defective, and is wanting 
in proygbility and psychological depth. His 
“ Viginius” though less defective, has not 
the Elements of sublime tragedy; but as far 
as the eloquence of the heart is concerned the 
author is never feeble ; and the deep paternal 
feeling of Virginius, so finely pourtrayed. by 
Macready, has imparted to it a strong human 
interest, without which it could not have 
retained its popularity. We rank Knowles 
between Schiller aad Kotzebue, an honorable 
yet not lofty rank, inferior to the first of the 


* Mr. Knowles’s own authority for this sta’e- 
ment is used by the writer. 











German dramatists in intellect and imagina- 
tion, but above the author of the “ Stranger,” 
in warmth, in passion, and genuine feeling. 
Perhaps after the ‘ Hunchback,” “ Love” 
is his best play: and then follow in the an- 
nexed sequence, ‘‘ Woman’s Wit,” “‘ Virgi- 
nius,” * William Teil,” “ John of Proeida,’- 
and the “Daughter.” ‘Cains Gracchus,” 
the ‘‘ Love Chase,” ‘Old Maids,” the ** Sec- 
retary,” the “ Maid of Mariendorpt,” ‘ Brian 
Boroilime,” and the ‘“ Wife,” have various 
degrees of merit; the best of them very im-~ 
perfect, the worst not absolutely mediocre. 
The three tragedies which entitle Mr. Justice 
Talfourd to take his place as a dramatic author 
with Sheridan Knowles and Westland Marston, 
are “Jon,” the “Athenian Captive,” and 
“Glenco.” In point of composition the Judge 
is superior to any of the authors we have spe- 
cified; but in stage tact he is far below 
Knowles, and even his admirers admit that 
he is ponderous and without variety. “* Ion” 
is a dramatic poem ; there can be no question 
that it is superior as such to ‘‘ Cato,” and 
many other of the productions, of a century 
and a half ago, which have been pronounced 
classics. Here, however, our commendation 
must end; the very finest acting cannot render 
palatable the dramas of Talfourd. They will 
live in the closet, not on the stage: they 
are elegant and polished, without vitality. 
We come now to the youngest of our acted 
dramatists of any note (Westland Marston). 
Mr. Marston is a poet and a thinker, whose 
characters if they do not live and breathe like 
those of the elder dramatic writers, at least 
make some pretension to spiritual life. He 
has written the “ Patrician’s Daughter,” the 
‘** Heart and the World,” “Strathmore,” and 
‘“‘Trevanion,” besides a little drama, yclept 
“Borough Politics.” Thé genius of Mr. 
Marston is delicate, subtle, and analytical, 
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but wants masculine vigor, clearness, and 
graphic force ; he writes with too fine a pen 
for the million, and therefore is less popular 
than Knowles and Bulwer; the latter and 
Lovell, inferior as poets to Marston, manage 
to hit the popular taste better than he does. 
Bulwer is certainly a man of talent and a fine 
novelist: but his plays, the ‘ Duchess de la 
Valliere,” the ‘Lady of Lyons.” “ Riche- 
lieu,” the “Sea Captain,” and ‘ Money,” 
although they evince very considerable 
knowledge of the exigencies of the stage, can- 
not be allowed to rank with those of Knowles 
in point of fervour, with Talfourd’s in beauty and 
delicacy, or with Marston’s in poetic feeling. 

Macready and Knowles seem almost identi- 
fied with each other, for Virginius and Wil- 
liam Tell, contributed largely to establish the 
fame of our first tragedian, who would never 
have held his present position as a purely 
Shaksperian actor. Here, in the miraculous 
plays of the greatest of dramatists, he is en- 
titled to hold but asecondary rank. Vanden- 
hoff will play many parts in Shakspere, nearly 
as well as Macready, and two or three better. 
He, like Talfourd, has not the vitality which 
commands great popularity, but he is free 
from the mannerism of the Macready school, 
so commonly aped by living performers. 
Phelps is one of these, and the best thereof: 
he is a man of talent, though he is so often 
cold, hard, and prosaic. Intellectually he is 
inferior to Vandenhoff; but he has more life, 
though much less dignity. Phelps, generally 
ranks next to Macready, Henry Betty is a 
tragedian of much more merit than is conceded 
to him for the most part. His conception is 
good, and he is no imitator. He sacrifices 
** points ”’—as they are technically termed— 
for the sake of propriety ; and his feeling and 
passion are genuine. He is seen to most ad- 
vantage in Shakspere, at.d were he free from 
some faults, he would and ought to hold a 
very honourable position. It is possible that 
time may cure him of those defects, the chief 
of which is a too sudden transition from ideal 
tragedy to prosaic tones, in some measure ow- 
ing to the want of variety in his voice. He 
is much the youngest of the four tragedians 
whose merits and demerits have thus been 
briefly glanced at, Macready and Vandenhoff 
being in “the sear and yellow leaf,” and 
Phelps too far advanced in life ,and too old in 
his art, to make many greater advances. 


R.W.1.B. 
To be continued.) 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





DRURY LANE. 

This theatre continues to be crowded nightly, 
the variety of plays that have been selected 
seems to have given satisfaction. Amongst 
which is the “ Lady of Lyons,” wherein Miss 
Vandenhoff made her first appearance as Pau- 
line; this young lady who has an elegant and 
well proportioned figure, will be found a great 
acquisition to the theatre ; her debut was very 
successful, and we feel assured she will take 
a high station in the legitimate drama. Where 
deep pathos is required, she expressed it with 
great force and power, and was listened to 
with every mark of attention and was loudly 
applauded. Mr. Anderson as Claude, threw 
many beauties into the character hitherto un- 
known. His last scene was a triumphant 
effort, and drew down thunders of applause ; 
he looked the Prince admirably, and we do not 
wonder at his playing this character so fre- 
quently in America. The other parts were 
very effectively sustained, and the play went 
off adinirably well. On Monday, Shakspere’s 
comedy of “ As You Like It” was performed. 
Mrs. Nisbett appeared for the first time, under 
the management of Mr. Anderson, as Rosalind; 
on her entrance she was enthusiastically 
cheered. We fancied she looked much thinner 
and delicate from her late indisposition, but, 
as she proceeded in the play, she acted with 
her wonted spirit and got through the long 
and difficult part charmingly. Mr. Anderson 
was the Orlando, who in the pathetic portions 
of the part, displayed much genuine feeling ; 
a'l the scenes with Rosalind, were acted with 
great care and judgment, and he was much 
and deservedly applauded throughout the 
whole play. Mr. Vandenhoff also appeared 
for the first time at this theatre for some years 
past, in the character of Jacques it is wellsuited 
to this classical actor; his delivery of the 
Seven Ages, and his description of meeting the 
Fool in the Forest, elicited profound attention, 
although we considered he droped his voice too 
sudden at the end of every sentence. The 
Touchstone of Mr. Angel was a quiet, easy, 
unaffected performance, but it wanted a little 
more unction, the telling points were lost for 
want of more force; there is not sufficient 
breadth in this actor’s style, his conception is 
good, but he does not carry it out sufficiently 
broad to make this line of character tell with the 
audience, The minor characters were well sup- 
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ported throughout; the music which is intro- | her; indeed the time has arrived when every 
Mr. | auxiliary has been called to aid to put every 


duced was most respectably executed. 
Anderson and Mrs. Nisbett were summoned 
before the curtain at the conclusion, and were 
loudly cheered on their appearance. 
tomime is a great hit. 

HAY MARKET. 

The play of the “ Loving Woman” has 
been admirably played, with Mr. aud Mrs. 
Charlas Kean, Mr. Wallack, and Mr. Howe, 
in the principal parts: that exquisite dramatic 
gem, ‘‘ King’s Rene’s Daughter,” continues 
also to charm all true lovers of poetry and dra- 
matic art; the highly intellectual, graceful, 
and impressive acting of Mrs. C. Kean, in the 
character of the gentle blind girl, Zolanthe, 
can never be forgotten by those who have 
once witnessed her in the part. The extra- 
viganza, the “ Ninth Statue” is much im- 
proved since its first representation and goes 
off well; the parodies are better understood 
than on the previous performances, and creates 
considerable laughter. The audiences here 
are highly respectable, and are not given to 
applaud, only upon very particular occasions, 

PRINCESs'S. 

The opera of ‘* Mina,” has been performed 
this week to good houses, it goes much better 
than on the first few nights, but the principal 
attraction is the pantomime ‘‘ King Jamie, or 
the Magic Fiddle ;” the scenery of this Christ- 
mas piece is really capital, and the changes 
done so rapid and clever, that it not only 
astonishes the audience, but it will make a 
lasting impression upon the minds of those 
who are accustomed to witness such produc- 
tions. As for the artists engaged in the 
comic scenes after the transformations have 
taken place, we cannot award them more 
praise than they are deserving of, the inimita- 
ble Flexmore as clown is this season happier 
in his efforts than ever, he is everything and 
everywhere, turning everything to account, 
caring for nobody and amusing everybody. 

LYCIrUM. 

Before the present extravaganza which is 
now being performed nightly ut this beautiful 
Temple of the Muses was produced to the 
public, we were informed that it would startle 
us, as regards the splendour of the scenery, 
dresses, and general appointments ; it has done 
so. Madame Vestris has displayed more real 
taste in this department of theatrical manage- 





ment, than any other person who has preceded 


thing in practice that art and ingenuity can 
devise. The ‘Island of Jewels” we took to 


The pan- | be the acme of perfection; in this respect 


the first scene although not so gorgeous as the 
last, is the most chaste and elegant in design 
ever accomplished on any stage, and must be 
witnessed to form any idea of its classic gran- 
deur. The last scene which forms a Palm 
Tree in the centre of the stage, the leaves 
of which unfold, shewing the Blossom in 
the centre, which consists of stones of every 
hue and colour, is beautiful and gorgeous in 
an astonishing degree, and can never be ex- 
celled; the cupids flying about the air, and 
the rich foliage surrounding, forms a complete 
picture of Paradise that can possibly be im- 
agined. Nothing has been left undone and 
nothing more can be added to give greater or 
more complete effect. As regards the piece 
it is very amusing, the dialogue of which 
touches upon every circumstance of the day, 
both moral aud political; the music is selected 
and arrauged very skillfully. Madame Ves- 
tris has a part exactly suited to her, and she 
plays it admirably; giving every joke with 
much poiut. Miss St. George has received 
much useful instruction from the fiir lessee, 
and is becoming more refined and finished in 
her acting and sjnging every t me we see her. 
Miss Isabel Diciinson took the Prince to the 
life; she is an elegant figure, surpassing any 
one on the stage, her dress is chaste, rich, and 
sparkling, and she gives the dialogue with 
humour and spirit. F. Matthews is as usual, 
drool in all he has to do, particularly in the 
scene ta'en from “ King Lear.” Mr. Byrne 
has been most happy in the grouping of the 
ballet, and take the piece as a whole, no one 
can witness the performance of it without 
awarding their full meed of delight. 


STANDARD. 

The “ Magic Tea Pot” still continues to 
attract the town and will probably do so for 
many weeks to come: it is a capital panto- 
mime, excellently put upon the stage, and in 
all its details reflecting great credit, both upon 
the liberality of the lessee, and the admitted 
ability of his able stage manager, Mr. R. 
Honner ; the house has been crammed nightly, 

QUEEN’S. 

“Harlequin and the Sleeping Beauty,” 

causes continued roars of laughter, mingled 
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with great bursts of applause. We are pleased 
to see the very meritorious efforts of Mr. James 
to attract public approval, so well responded to 
by public patronage. Mr. Stanfield James 
is the author of the pantomime, which bids 
fair to rival in its career, many of those 
written by this clever young gentleman. 











CORRESPONDENCE, 


J. Hotuincswortu alias P1a’s-HEsD.—We should 
consider we disgraced ourselves by noticing his 
letter, but that we feel for the poor fool’s igno- 
rance; did he ever see any publication without 
some errors? Not that we plead this as an ex- 
cuse. If he goes to the Strand Theatre, he will 
see a piece called “ Diogenes,” looking with his 
lantern for an honest man. If Diogenes should 
by chance place his lantern near Pig’s head, he 
will find a “ fool.” It is a pity his friends allow 
him money to pay the postage of a letter which 
only exposes his ‘ ignorance’ and ‘ folly.’ 

NaMEtcc.—We quite agree with you as to the 
qualifications of Mr. G. V. Brooke; there can be 
no doubt the manager will give him the preference 
of any character he should wish to act. 

Amos.— Mr. George Bennett was born in the yeat 
1800. His first appearance in London was at 
the Lyceum, in 1826, in a piece called the “ Last 
Guerilla.” 

A Ten Year’s Susscriper.—We are highly gra- 
titied by the compliment paid us, and shall cer- 
tainly take the adviee offered us. 

CLaupE.—If your residence 1s within two miles of 
our office, the Journal will be left weekly, and 
the whole year’s subscription will be 4s. 


W. W.—“ Hearts are Trumps,” is the production 
of Mr. Mark Lemon. 

A. B.—We have received the letter alluded to by 
our correspondent; the tavern most frequented 
by the better class of amateurs at the King’s 
Cioss Theatre, is the ‘“ Duke of Wellington,” 
Brighton Street, Cromer Street. 


Joun Hanrrigtp.—Miss Tree, (now Mrs. Charles 
Kean) was in the company of the Birmingham 
Theatre in 1826, and very much admired in that 
town for her es'imable character. 

Hoty Weii.—Mr. W. H. Angel now at Drury 
Lane, is about 49. 

S. Simmonps.—We have repeatedly stated that Mr. 
Charles Young took his farewell of the stage in 
the character of J/amlet ; and that Mr. Macready 
acted the Ghost upon that occasion. 

James Barber Esq. is the author of the highly po- 
pular farce entitled the ‘‘ Weaver of Lyons,” ard 
a very clever and amusing production it is. ‘Lhis 
to O. N. 

Wituiam. (Istincton).—Ilamlet is always dressed 
in black : we quite agree with you with reference 
te your correct estimate of Mr. H. Marston’s en- 
action of Hotspur; it is bold, spirited, and 
effective. 





Omrca.—Miss Love is at present engaged at the 
Rochester Theatre. 
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LONDON THEATRES. 
LYCEUM. 
Continued from Vol. X., Page 394. 


Other exhibitors of great note in that 
period also here astonished the public with 
their science, their talent or their dexterity : 
among them several deserve mention—the 
more especially as the design of our present 
Polytechnic Institution, in Regent Street, may 
be fairly said to be grounded in a great 
measure upon this long since defunct institu- 
tion. Lonsdale’s beautiful display, which he 
styled ‘* Aigyptiana,” was exhibited for some 
time, but only with variable success :—it was 
formed ofa species of lecture delivered verbally 
and illustrated with designs in painting by 
Mulready and others, upon ancient and modern 
Egypt. The lecturer addressed his audience 
from the front of the stage while immediately 
behind him the scenic representations were 
exhibited, changing appropriately in their 
form and subject as the speaker proceeded 
with his discourse. Philipstal, with his 
‘“*Phantasmagoria,” and Cartwright, whose 
performances on the “ musical glasses,” 
(then quite a new source of amusement to the 
town) also appeared here and numerous others 
whose names it would be alike wearying and 
unnecessary toenumerate. In 1809, a license 
was at length granted for the performances of 
dramatic pieces at this establishment, to Mr. 
Arnold, and immediately afterwards (in April, 
we think,) the Drury Lane company perfor- 
med here, in consequence of the destruction 
by fire of their ownestablishment. In 1816, 
(the new theatre having been completed) an 
entire alteration took place in the arrange- 
ments of this (subsequently destined to be) 
popular establishment, and on the 15th of 
June, in the year we have already mentioned, 
the “ English Opera House,” was first opened 
to the public. In 1817, a singular experi- 
ment upon public taste was tried at this 
theatre, viz., the having two performances in 
one evening, to separate audiences at different 
hours ; the first beginning at six o'clock, 





and concluding at a quarter before nine: the 
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second commencirg at half-past nine, and 
finishing about midnight; this arrangement 
was, as may be easily believed, signally un- 
successful: the originator of this novel idea 
was Mr. Arnold, lately deceased, but whose 
name will long live in the annals of English 
musical science. 

In 1818, a new and most attractive enter- 
tainment was produced here, by the celebra- 
ted Mr. Charles Mathews, in which he ap- 
peared as sole actor, and for several hours in 
each evening succeeded in enchaining the at- 
tention of his auditory. 

We shall devote a few lines next week to 
the consideration of the ‘‘ Mail Coach Adven- 
tures” of this extraordinary mimic, entirely 
unrivalled since the days of Samuel Foote. 

w. 
(To be continued ). 








LONDON CLOWNS, 


JEFFERINI. 

Jeff. bas trotted about from one house td another 
during the last ten years, first up and then down, till 
at last he seems to have been lost sight of altogether. 
He has not been so popular for the last two or three 
seasons as he used to be, either other clowns have 
grown better or he has retrograded. Certainly he 
does not dance. but he can do ‘ Hot Codlings’ and 
the encores, and mo:eover he can tumblea little. In 
1843 he starred at the ‘“ Wells’”’ in a pantomime 
that had a long run called ‘‘ Poor Richard or Old 
Father ‘lime and the Almanack Maker,” he also 
played clown the following season in ‘‘ Cinderella.” 
In 1843 he removed to the Olympic to support 
** Jack the Giant Killer,” another very good pan- 
tomime ; and was also engaged there in 1845 6 and 7. 
In 1848 he travelled to the Marylebone for “‘ One 
o’Clock and the Wood Demon,”’ but did not become 
a great favourite with the audience. This season we 
have no tidings of him. Perhaps he finds cigars less 
trouble and far more profitable. 


C. J. SMITH 

is an excellent harlequin, but we suppose he fancied 
clown a more p.ominent character, and therefore at- 
tempted it, but met with but mderate success, at 
the ‘‘ Wells’ in “ Hop o’my Thumb” in 1843, 
and at the Adelphi in“ Harlequin and the King of 
the Cannibal Islands” in 1845. He has played 
clown two or three times, but we are sorry to see the 
best harlequin of the day out of his line. 


GRAMMANI 

was generally Pantaloon. We find him in that part 
at the Wells in 1840, and afterwards on several oc- 
casions, not forgetting ‘‘ Harlequin and the Dragon 
of Wantley;” but in ‘‘ Harlequin and the Steam 
King,’’ him aud Stilt are the two clowns, and in 
1842 in ‘‘ Harlequin and Kynge Arthur’’ he again 
essayed it. However much he may be admired as 
Pantaloon, he has never rendered himself remarkably 
conspicuous as a London Clown. 





THE ADVENTURES OF A 
VICTIM OF THE “LAW’S DELAY,” 
AND THE 
INGRATITUDE OF A GUARDIAN. 

Somewhere about the year 1800, my father 
took leave of his friends and the rural and 
sequestered town of Uxbridge, and wended his 
steps towards the metropolis of Ireland (Dub- 
lin). Being a native of Uxbridge, and schooled 
in all the characteristic features of English- 
men, his love of fatherland was so predominant 
that on his arrival in the green isle, his admi- 
ration of her sons was of a questionable cha- 
racter. Experience and intimacy with Irish- 
men soon induced him to abandon those erro- 
neous prejudices that the stranger too hastily 
forms, and become exceedingly captivated with 
the national character; and, indeed, to such 
an extent with the citizens of Dublin—their 
frank demeanour, their musical brogue, their 
generosity and politeness—that he resolved in 
Dublin he would pitch his tent; meaning to 
make it his permanent residence, and for the 
remainder of his days to push his fortunes 
through the precarious vicissitudes of this 
world. About this time party feeling ran 
high, the Orange interest being in the ascend- 
ancy, and the city was oft the scene of bloody 
conflicts ; but my father being a liberal Con- 
servative, enjoyed his political opinions within 
himself, and conciliated the friendly feeling of 
all parties, and replenished his ‘‘ coffers,” he 
being a thorough tradesman, possessing neither 
taste, nor inclination for political emolument 
or notoriety, and being a prudent course for an 
adventurer to adopt. My father’s means be- 
ing limited, and 1 may say humble, he began 
to contemplate, and would take his evening's 
walks of meditation in the Phoenix Park, and 
think—and think again, how he would best 
embark and speculate with his little means. 
Being a stranger, without acquaintances, and 
what was worse unmarried, having no partner 
to share his ‘toils, his feelings, and his for- 
tune” with, I might truly say he resembled a 
ship without a rudder, perambulating the streets 
and repeatedly going astray, in quest of a suit- 
able place to commence business. Having 
served a legal (7 years) apprenticeship to the 
hatting business, and having a thorough know- 
ledge of its calling, he selected his own trade 
to adventure. Hatting in those days was a 
profitable avocation, journeymen earning weekly 
51., 6l., and 77. Their expenditure was enor 
mous in the pursuit of transitory and excessive 
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enjoyments ; and no men participated of their 
misapplied liberality more than Mr. and Mrs, 
Boniface ; who, as tokens of esteem for the 
hatters, would ornament the fronts of their 
houses with swing-signs of the “ Jolly Hat- 
ters,” representing them distributing John 
Barleycorn, right and left, regardless of ex- 
pense. Recklessness of men’s own interest, 
and neglect of their employment, induced mas- 
ters to increase the number of their operatives, 
Speaking of the hatters recals to my recollec- 
tion the eccentricities and vulgar prejudices of 
a gentleman who once carried on a respectable 
business in Dublin, but now reduced to poverty 
through absurb party foolishness. When the 
Tories and Orange party were in power, and 
had the universal sway iu Dublin (1820), he 
was an extensive hatter, and so passionately 
attached to the interests of the clique, and so 
hostile to his catholic brethren, that he would 
neither buy or sell with them. A reverend 
father of the mother church one day entering 
his shop, and suiting himself with a hat, paid 
for it, and ordered it to be left at his residence: 
the Orange hatter not being aware the enormity 
of the sin he had committed, until the errand- 
boy returned from the priest’s house, where- 
upon the hatter of ‘“ glorious, pious, and 
immortal memory” immediately repaired to 
the holy father’s, demanded his hat back, re- 
turned the money declaring he never traded 
with papists. The clergyman acceeded to his 
request, meekly remarking the day might come 
when he would be glad to trade with a Ro- 
man Catholic. Illuminating his house, dis- 
playing profusion of orange ribbons, mottoes, 
and statues on Orange festivals, rendered him 
notorious to the public ; and as people became 
more enlightened and liberal, the poor dupe 
merited their contempt; his trade began to 
decline ; his party forsook him, and he was 
reduced to the level of a “ flying stationer,” 
or pedlar, vending books—thus realising the 
priest's words, as he is not the least scrupulous 
of dealing with 
“ Turk, Jew, or Ath: ist, 
Not even excepting a Papist.”” 


PROVINCIAL. 
-s MANCHESTER. 








Cooke’s Circus Royal.—The spirited proprietor 
of this equestrian establishment spares neither 
trouble or expense, in providing for his patrons a 
round of amusements of the first class and yet 


tinues to attract large and delighted audiences 
and although devoid of the great desdieratum—a 
stage, aud the necessary paraphernalia, yet it is 
produced with a completeness ard due regard to 
effect, that entitles the proprietorv, to the warn 
encomiums nightly bestowed. In the opening 
portion of the pantomime the admiration of all is 
elicited by the introduction of Miss Kate Cooke, 
in her miniature curricle, which she manages with 
a tact and dexterity truly wonderful. The company 
of vaulters continue to attract by their efforts, which 
are really unique, especially the somersault throw- 
ing of Messrs. Barnes, and Connor, the former of 
whom threw the unparalled number of 78, on Tnurs- 
diy evening last. ‘Ihe clowns, with their wiiti- 
cisms and ** tumbling tricks,” keep the audience 
in a roar, and constitute no smill attraction. A 
complete change inthe performances takes place 
next week, and we would press upon all who have 
not yet visited the establishment, to do so, as Mr, 
Cuooke’s engagements in other parts of the country 
will net admit of so long a stay here, as was anti- 
cipated. The pantomime which was produced on 
so short a notice is now replete with all the tricks, 
transformations, &+*., which are its main success. 
Several new tricks have been added, since its first 
introduction, amongst which may be enumerated 
the appearance of an enormous giant, eighteen feet 
high, who, after a variety of capers, walks coolly 
away with the[clown and pantaloon. Altogether, 
and considering the very short time allowed for its 
production we certainly agree with the spirited 
manager, thatis, though last, not least. 


Theatre Royal.—The ‘‘ Red Cap,” a very in- 
teresting drama, has been performed here, each 
evening during the past week, previous to the pan- 
tomime. The parts sustained by Miss Andeiton, 
and Mr, Vining, were weil rendered and reflected 
upon them much credit. Tiis week we have had 
another drama of some interest, entitled “Smiles 
and Tears,’ which is much improved by the clever 
acting of Messrs. Graham, Miss Agnes Kemble, 
Mr. Vining, Mr. Wood, and indeed all the company. 
The pantomime concludes the performances each 
night, and continues to attract as much as ever. 
It need hardly be said that the house is overflowing 
each performance day and night. No less than 
30,000 fersons have been to witness this panto- 
mime, which is certainly equal if not superior to any 
in London. 


Banvard's Panorama.—This gentleman’s celebra- 
ted painting of the Mississippi, has created a great 
sensation here during the last three days, Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday: hundreds have been 
unable to gain admission, though there have been 
day and night performances. We heartily wish 
this gentleman the success that he deserves. 


Springthorpe’s Waxwork Exhibition.—As many 
exhibitions as there are in Manchester,—there are 
none that can surpass this splendid exhibition of wax 
figures. A new figu e has just been added, which 
may well be termed a “ speakirg figure,’’ for we 
must acknowledge it to be one of the greatest novel- 
ties that we have ever seen—it is a very ingenious 
mechanical contrivance, which will do almost any- 
thing, and must be seen to be appreciated, and 
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apartments at Windsor, are excellent. New figures 
and views are constantly being added, making this 
exhibition, both interresting and instructive. 


Royal Casino.—The proprietors of this unique 
saloon still preserve their character as untiring 
caterers for the public amusement, and have found 
their reward in well filled and overflowing houses. 
The pantomime is certainly A 1, considering the 
smallness of the stage &c., and has had remarkable 
success. The other entertainments also give unl- 
versal satisfaction. 


Colosseum, Bridge Street.—The entertainments at 
this popular place of resort have continued to attract 
very large houses. The novelties submitted are 
produced in the most finished and perfect style, 
which has ever been the characteristic of this place. 
The tableaux from * Macbeth ’’ have had an unpre- 
cedented run of several weeks, and continue to 
attract and please. Mr. Benfold, the wizard, com 
menced an engagement at this establishment on 
Monday last. The performance is exceedingly 
good; the numerous tricks which he performs are 
executed with an ease and grace which makes them 
appear alnost marvellous. The other entertain- 
ments continue varied and pleasing in their cha- 
racter. The comfort of the visitors is assiduously 
studied. 


Queen’s Theatre.— Under the management of Mr. 
Miller—the renowned Prince—this house is rapidly 
regaining its popularity with the playgoing public. 
The scenery, wardrobe, and the ability of the com- 

yany is such as to render the manager a favourite. 
Mr. M. with a becoming spirit of reformation, has 
reduced the prices of admission ; and we regret 
that it cannot be generally and properly appreciated 
This applies to a faction or clique of ‘‘ gents ’’ who 
frequent the upper circle (gallery); the well con- 
ducted who frequent the gallery are in duty bound 
to second the spirited attempt of Mr. Miller, in 
suppressing such misbehaviour. The cackling ofa 
goose is bad enough, but when men or boystrans- 
furm themselves into jackalls, kangaroos, &c., 
making the theatre hideous with their yells, 
they conspire against the interests of the manager, 
and the well-being of society. We hope we shall 
not have to recur to this subject again. The Scot- 
tish drama of “ St. Clair of the Isles, has had quite 
a successful run; Mr. Walton, as the outlawed 
chief, and Miss Marion Douglas, as his suppos: d 
son, very creditably acquit} themselves. A little 
more discipline among the auxiliary cepartment 
would give better effect to the pieces. The panto- 
mime maintains its credit for ‘‘fun and frolic,’ 
affording rare opportunities for the varied powers of 
Mr. Power. On Tuesday, 7th inst., a new and 
original extravaganza of ‘‘ How to Get Clothes 
(Honestly) Without Money ’’; the last new dodge 
from Paris, and commended to our local “ snips,” 
was produced, It’s first rate: from the rise to the 
fall of the curtain, the audience were convulsed with 
mirth. It appears that a Mr. Peter Plastic, (Mr, 
Wallace) gets into gaol for debt, through extrava- 
gance—his tiger is also reduced to alow ebb. On 
his master’s liberation they both represent such 
dilapidated figures that they border on poverty and 
vagrance. Their attention is directed to an adver- 
tisement for model men. They enter the service of 





Higham, perambulate the streets with their new 
toggery: the master receives a visit from his uncle 
through the niece to a party, but the “ old clo’ man 
will not let him go off his beat.” They give the 
jew theslip, repair to the ball: but the sagacity of 
the jew discovers them, arrests his model men, and 
stripsthem. They assume their old garment, the 
uncle becomes reconciled to his nephew, settles a 
fortune on bim, who provides amply for his tiger. 
The piece went spiritedly off, and is destined to 
have a good run. ‘The characters were individually 
well maintained throughout. 


Exeter. — Mr. Macready has fulfilled his last 
engagement with us, to, we regret to state, indif- 
ferent houses. 


Braprorp.—(York).—The business is very fair. 
Goldsmith’s somewhat antiquated play of ‘ She 
Stoops to Conquer” has been revived, but the only 
part worthy of particular mention was the Tony 
Lumpkin of Mr. Coefield. 


Norwica.—Egerton Wilks’s celebrated drama 
entitled the ‘King’s Wager ’’ attracted our towns- 
fol last week to a considerable extent. Mr. Cla- 
rence merits great praise for his continued exertions 
to amuse and attract the denizens of our ancient 
city. We notice with great pleasure the appear- 
ance here of Mr. J. L. Thornton, decidedly one of 
the most rising of our light comedians. 


Leeps.—Princess’s.—The continued exertions of 
vur esteemed manager, Mr. W. S. Thorne to merit 
patronage appear to be fully understood and appre- 
ciated by the playgoing world in this locality. No- 
thing can be better than the attention invariably 
paid here to the comfort of the visitors; to which 
point we beg respectfully to direct the attention of 
the ladies and gentlemen of Leeds. 


Rocuester.—Mr. Charles Gill has opened our 
theatre with every probability of a highly successful 
season, the house having been literally crammed 
nightly. We are pleased to observe the continued 
patronage received by the lessee from t :e authoritics 
at Chatham barracks. Miss Love has appeared here 
with great success: she is a capital actress, and a 
lady.worthy of the especial consideration of London 
managers. 


MR. JAMES EATON’S SOIREE. 


This unique and select entertainment came off on 
New Year’s Day, affording general mirth and satis- 
faction to the guests. Mr. Eaton’s tact and ability 
in dishing up those palatable “ pic nics’? has meri- 
ted the esteem of his patrons. The programme 
consisted of two parts, viz. singing and dancing. 
The songs were judiciously arranged, of a popular 
character, and the warblers acquitting themselves 
with great eclat. Inthe abscence of Mr. Morris 
who was to sing the ‘ Wolf,’ Mr. Eaton was an ex- 
cellent substitute. The second part was devoted to 
the dance, a series of the most fashionable of which 
were executed. The hall (Dale’s Academy) was 
tastefully decorated with evergreens, &c.; and we 
are sanguine all parties departed gratified with the 
projector of the night’s mirth. 
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POETRY. 





TO MISS VANDENHOFF 
On the announcement of her engagement at Drury 
Lane Theatre. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF “RURAL SONNETS.” 
Chief Priestess of the drama’s stateliest dome, 
Informing spirit of its rescued shrine, 

Ten thousand welcomes to thy proper home. 

Our own, our best Antigone divine! 

There be the music of thy voice enspher'd, 

The beauty of thy mind and features seen ; 

There were the spells of genius were rever’d, 

Kenew those spells and reign our tragic Queen. 

Thou com’st of one, a Titan of the time, 

A model of the truthful and the grand— 

Majestic Creon, and thy task’s sublime, 

Daughter and Sire, to re-arouse the land, 

And its native drama’s priceless worth, 

To ring the triumphs forth o’er Britain—oe’r the 
Earth! 





OUR CHATTER-B OX. 








HayMakket.—Mr. Buckstone's new comedy was 
read on last Thursday; it isto be entitled “ Leap 
Year ; or the Ladies Privilege.” The cast, which 
is unusually strong, includes Mr, and Mrs. Charles 
Kean, Mr. and Mrs. Kee'ey, Mr. Bucks:one, Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam, Mrs. W. Clifford, Mr. Selby, &c. 

Mr. Macready will appear next week at the Bath 
and Bi istol theatres; his farewell engagement. 

Miss Reynolds was cast for the part that is now 
played by Miss Fitzwilliam in ‘* The Ninth Statue,” 
but refused it. 

We understand that Mr. Simpson, one of the 
principal creditors of Mr. Ellis, has become the pro- 
prietor of Cremorne Gardens, having arranged with 
the assigness. 

Miss Helen Faucit is engaged for,a limited num- 
ber of nights at Sheffield, and will be succeeded by 
Mr. Macready. 

Mrs. Fitzwilliam has just concluded a most suc- 
cessful engagement at the Theatre Royal, Liverpool, 
and her most attractive pieces have been “ The Pet 
of the Petticoats,” ‘* The Child of the Regiment,’’ 
and“ Forvign Airs and Native Graces ;” her per- 
formance in which has on each evening been received 
wit!) perfect exthusiasm. 

Miss Ketry’s THEATRE.—A_ complimentary 
benefit was given on Monday last to Mr. J. K. Gard- 
ner, the Professor of the Elocution Class, at the 
Whittington Club, in acknowledgment of his gratui- 
tous services during a period of eighteen months. 
The performances were ‘* Hamlet’’ with the farce of 
“ The Unfinished Gentleman,’ supported by the 
principal amateurs of the Club, and several profes- 
sional artistes. A miscellaneous concert was given 
between the play and the farce. 

Int Usacr TO aN OrGanist.—Twelve months 
ago an organist was advertized for by the authorities 
for the parishioners of St. Mark’s, Myddelton- 
square, Clerkenwell ; many candidates applied, and 
after probationary trials, the candidates were reduced 
tosix, to go to the vote; a young gentleman the 
name of Child was the successful -one, and has done 
the duty for twelve months, to the entire satisfaction 





of the parishioners, but some other persons having 
called to office, who at the election interested them- 
selves for another candidate, have without consulting 
the parishioners, dismissed young Mr. Child, and 
pleased another in his sitvation: this step has so dis- 
plac d many of the pari-hioners, that they have left 
the church, ‘every one for himself, and God for 
us all.’” 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 








M ARIA MANNING, Geerge Manning, Bloom- 
1 field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials. —A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Cinvor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXIIIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-squate.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, Ls. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 





RGYLL SUBSCRIPTION ROOMS. Great 

Windmill Street, St. James’s.—Musical direc- 
tor and conductor of the band, Mr. Laurent, jun.— 
This dancing academy, for the tuition and practice 
of dancing is NOW OPEN, and will continue 
open for the whole of the season. Teaching, daily, 
from eleven until four o’clock, by rofessors Calkin, 
Franc ni, and Moxey, &c. For termsof Private 
tuition, apply at the office. Terms of Subscription 
for morning and evening practice (the same not 
transferable) :—Six months, £5. 4s : one month, 
£1. Is.; one evening, 1ls.—The dancing academy 
will open at a quarter to eight o’clock, practice to 
commence at half- past eight, and terminate at half- 
past eleven precisely. 





ASINO DE VENISE. 218, High Holborn.— 

licensed pursuant to act of parliament. — The 
new Clnistmas quadrille, “The Oak and Ivy,” 
encored thrice nightly. The excellent band con- 
ducted by Mr. Packer will perform nightly the 
choicest compositions of the most celeb ated authors 
and a®variety of original polkas, schottisches, &c.» 
composed expressly for this establishment. — 
M. C’s., Messrs. Jarvis and assistants.—Open at 
half-past seven, and close at twelve—Admission, 1s 








SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months....One Shilling. 
Six Months .. .. Twe Shillings. 
Twelve Montlrs .. Four Shillings. 
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